
he was ‘‘sent to Earth ... to save the world’s six billion
people,’’ and that ‘‘Emperors, kings and presidents ...
have declared to all Heaven and Earth that Reverend Sun
Myung Moon is none other than humanity’s Savior,
Messiah, Returning Lord and True Parent.’’

Moon and his Unification Church have a long history
of wooing and entertaining respected evangelical and
political leaders in an effort to gain legitimacy for his
message and ambitions.

—MKG

BOOK OF MORMON
GOES COMMERCIAL

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has
found a new channel for its most conspicuous scripture
to be made available: Doubleday Publishing. The New
York-based publisher will release to bookstores on Nov.
16, a hardcover edition of The Book of Mormon. It will sell
for $24.95.

Doubleday and Mormon church officials have jointly
worked on the project for more than a year. While the
new edition is said to ‘‘reflect design changes introduced
by Doubleday to make the volume more easily read and
understood by a non-Mormon audience,’’ church leaders
promise that the text will remain faithful to the editions
published by the LDS church and used by its members.
The style changes will eliminate exhaustive cross refer-

ences, footnotes, and the index. However, a seven-page
‘‘Reference Guide’’ will be added to acquaint the reader
unfamiliar with the intent of the Mormon scripture.

According to Elder Henry B. Eyring, who serves on the
church’s Scripture Committee and is a member of the
Quorum of Twelve Apostles, the Doubleday edition is
not aimed at LDS church members. ‘‘However, many
members may feel that this new edition would be an
ideal gift for friends who are not members of the
Church,’’ he said.

The volume will be the first official trade edition of the
LDS scripture. Since first being published in 1830, more
than 120 million copies of The Book of Mormon have been
printed and distributed by the LDS church, with over
five million copies in 2002 alone. The typical method of
distribution has been through the church’s missionaries,
members, and other distribution outlets such as visitors
centers at its temples and historical sites. The Doubleday
edition is hoped to increase distribution through avenues
such as retail shops, airport bookstores, and Internet
outlets.

According to an LDS church news release, Michelle
Rapkin, Religion Division Vice President for Doubleday,
said, ‘‘The Mormon faith has become one of the largest in
America. We’re proud to be the first publisher to bring
this vitally important work to bookstores across the
country and to add it to our outstanding library of
authorized religious texts.’’

—MKG
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Personal Freedom Outreach — Statement of Belief
I. The Bible as the divinely inspired, inerrant Word of God: It is in its entirety the sole authority for all matters
of Christian belief and practice.
II. The one true God. In the one true God there exist three persons, being: The Father, The Son Jesus Christ, and
The Holy Spirit.
III. Jesus Christ: His deity, humanity, virgin birth, sinlessness, death and bodily resurrection; who will personally
and visibly return again to earth.
IV. The personality and deity of the Holy Spirit.
V. The existence and personality of Satan, his total opposition to God, and his power over the unregenerate.
VI. The complete and total depravity of all men which makes them hopelessly lost without the new birth obtainable
through faith in Jesus Christ.
VII. The final estate of man: for the saved, everlasting life in the presence of God and for the unsaved, everlasting
punishment because of their unbelief.
VIII. The Gospel by which we are saved being summed in the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
IX. The Church being the Body of Christ, united in the Holy Spirit, consisting of those who have received Jesus
Christ as Savior. A local church is an organized assembly of believers united for the purpose of carrying out the
Great Commission of Christ.
X. The Great Commission of Christ being to preach the Gospel to all men, baptizing and discipling those who have
believed.
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